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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Neely Mansion is a large, two story clapboard building square and
simple in plan but adorned with a number of turned and sawn decorative
. : details.

| Window openings occur regularly on all sides; two appear on either side
of the center doorways on the first and second floors and three, on each
floor of remaining sides of the house. All windows are double hung and
have an entablature and decorated surround. Sawn scrollwork is placed
below each lintel when the inclusion does not interfere with porch roof
lines.

- e

A decorative corbel table separates the first and second stories and
continues as frieze decoration on the front and side porches. The side
porches run the length of the building and are decorated with turned
i spindles and posts and sawn brackets with turned knobs. The center porch
. continues up into a second floor balcony covered by a cable that projects
Aok , into the pyramidal roof of the house. The interior of the boxed, pedi-
L mented cable cornice is filled with diamond pattern shingles and is pene-
trated by a central round window. The cornice detail of the center protic+
a boxed cornice with swag frieze detail separated by brackets - continues
]_ - as the eave treatment for the body of the house.

The inside of the house is characterized by high ceilings and spacious

; rooms. On the lower floor is the kitchen, dining room, parlor, and master
1 bedroom. The entire upstairs is reserved for more bedrooms. The lower

ol F five feet of the walls in the house are covered with maple paneling while
the remaining portion of wall is white plaster. Lighting in the house

" was supplied by candles and oil chandeliers which were hung from the
ceiling and could be raised and lowered by hand.

Over the years, some structural changes have occurred in the house. Be-
fore World War IT electricity was added, and in 1948 it was reshingled,
a new foundation provided, and a concrete base added to the front porch.

Most changes in the appearance of the house have arisen through the
deterioration of the original structure rather than through new construc-
tion. For example, when new, the house was painted white, although this
can hardly be discerned now. The foundation has become uneven, and wood
rot has infiltrated some portions of the house. Most of the rooms are
unused by the tenants presently living in the house and are simply col-
lecting dust and debris.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

in the area.

Green River Valley.

The David Neely family was among the first to arrive in Washington's
After having made a hazardous overland journey
from Tennessee in 1853, they crossed the Naches Pass and arrived at
Porter's Prairie near Enumclaw in Washington territory.
Kent and both he and his family both avoided being killed by Indians
who attacked the area in 1855.

David Neely's son Aaron moved to Auburn where he married; and his
daughter Lenore, born early in 1879, became the first white child born
Soon after her birth, Aaron moved to the present site of
the Neely Mansion which he and a few workmen built in 1894.

The Neely Mansion is significant as a piece of house architecture in

that it demonstrates the effect of readily available manufactured wooden
decorative components on a very basic plan.
an indicator of growing affluence in family areas close to Seattle and
as an important social center for the Green River Valley.

He settled in

Many gala parties were held for friends and neighbors who would spend
the night in the house during shopping excursions to Auburn.
occasions, all of the doors on the lower floor would be opened and the

dancing partners would swirl from room to room to the music provided by
the local fiddlers.

On those

It is significant also as
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Ni The first white child born in
Auburn will celebrate her 8nd -
birthday Fehruary 25, having -
lived all her life in the Green
-1 River Valley. She is Mrs. Mi-
« chael E. Dolan, 23023 Russell

1 Road.

#d Born lenore Neely, in 1879,
-yl the third in ihe family of six
i children of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron
"4 5. Neely, she and her brother, .
A still Tivine near aAuburn are the
only children left. Two girls,
M Carie and Ida and two boys, -
o William  and  Julius are de. .
H ceased, o
X Aaron Neely was born in
- b Nashville, Tenn., and came
M with his father, David Neely
| ard family to Missouri to pick .

4 up wagons they had ordered s ;’%
4 lor the trek westward in 1851, | ¥
i Twenty-eight wagons made up }
A the train which was divided
and a toss of the coin decided
# which train was to go first. The

o

s

)
3
] Neely train went first, ! ik
4 It would travel for two days } ‘ s
“§ and then wait for the second { S N OSL O
#l ttain to ecatch up. This was E ft%g' PR i
¥ done to lessen the danger of . I e e
" Indian attack. ? AP
8 When the first train reached NN O TR T 8.
 Naches Pass, the Wagons were Tty «‘?"?ﬁ g‘ﬁ‘
if disassembled and lowered kad ':i,‘-;‘ e r
% Piece by piece to the other ‘ sk TN
-4 side. The second train did not & T
2 Arrive as planned, so Ne e | Py -
# and cthers in the first trairjll [ i, O
Y retraced their route and found f . ) :
that members of the second i ‘i
- train had heen killed by In- bz e . -t
2B dinns. They fou nd oneyboy. !'f:‘:* 55. R
: i years of age, still . Jeidd
cr one of the wagons. .
ves of-the boy later
“ found in Oregon. Years
j,0cr the boy visited Davig
EAeely, and in 1838 the boy's .
\§ «unt. who lives on Beacon Hill Aaron §. Neely built his
i 'n Seattle, visited Mrg, Dolan. home between Auburn and
In October of 1851, the Neely Kent near the Green River

“r near Kent and built 3 cab-, Lenoie was born. She and
M .. L E MichaEI‘Doia.n_ grew up to-

The Neelys escaped the Indi- gether on adjoining™farms. ..
un massacre of 1856 because They were married in 1899
Mrs._Neely felt uneasy to be at the Indian Mission by - Fa-
ieft alone™ with _her children (hep DeDecker. Their first

while ner husband journeyed to home was near the present
Tumwater for-flour, and asked fgh ‘hatehery on land
0 be taken to the bleckhouse
in Seattle. When Neely re-
turned a .hush seemed to lay

Pl wrL

lcased from the state. In 1905
the Dolans moved to her un-
cle's home on the Russell Rd.,
over the Valley, and he fell which burned in 1910, taking
something was wrong. Travel- |he Jife of their three-year-old
ing at night by canoce, Neely gon Edward,

managed to reach Seaftle un- quor Dojan children include
detected where the fighting Fhi!, who lives near his moth-
was going on. The mother and o311 “Irene Carver of Seat.
father of a family living across tle, and Margaret who is de

the river from the Neely cal- ceased. Mrs. Dolan's husband
in were killed, but the lives of died three years agp.

:ir six children were spared )

i[}li];él:{.use tﬁe Indians be]?eved Her p:_esentf hgme was db"‘ﬂt
the oldest bov was possesseq ©On _the sntedo_ the burr‘he dolr)]e
by the devil when the gun used 10 19_10' an }IS surrcunded by
{lo try and kill him failed to @ farm of 137 acres. duated
go off. An Indian, Old Tom, Mrs. Dolan was gra ufae
tok these children, hidden un- With her brother. Julius, from

. o f a class of eight. .
:rﬁgog'f 13.5::me under 2 “fhlte This charming little woman

Thice years later, according 100ks 15 years younger than
10 Mrs. Deolan, Indians in war

while the father was gone, Tecently she was an avid gar-
IMrs. Dolan’s aunt, then a lit- 9ener, and according to_her
tle girl, ran to meet them while ﬁle—r-‘f_l_s is a very active person,
her mother, frozen with fe a 1 g . o L2

fstood in the cabin doorway. B
Tney picked her up, took her
1o the river and returned with B
haskets of clams and oysters B
irom their canoes which thev B
laid ar the feel of the little H
<irl, declaring that she was the 3
1#Ririt_of the chiel’s dead child, b -
i'.\'ith ner dark hair and hazel b
oN0S, i

{amity veached the. Green Riv- bridge and it was here that !

they (g

{der bides in the botlom of his Auburn High School in 1895. in.

her 82 years with very litllg;
paint came to the Neely cabin SP€Y in her brown hair. Unti] }
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{Mis: Micheel E. Dola, Firs White Chid |
1Born in Aubumn, to Note 82nd Birthday |
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